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BINDING
Standard hard cover binding is typically the least 
expensive cover binding option, and works well for 
books with smaller page counts (24 - 220 pages). The 
signatures of the yearbook are gathered together into 
a book block and then bound into a hard case. 

Smyth sewn hard cover binding has the added 
strength of overlapped stitches, and can be used on 
books that have 64 or more pages. The advantage 
of this binding style is that the book will lie flat when 
open. Typically, you’ll see this binding style in 
                  reference books such as medical books, 
                                 law books, etc. 

HARD COVER BOARD WEIGHT
Binder’s board is the most common material used to 
make book covers. The heavier the board weight, the 
stiffer the cover will be when trying to bend it. Our 
standard cover weight is 90-pt. Heavier, 120-pt. and 
160-pt. board weights are also available upon request.

ENDSHEETS
Endsheets are the thick paper attached to both the 
inside front and back covers of a hard cover yearbook 
next to the flyleaf (first and last sheets in a book before 
and after the book content). The quality of the paper 
is usually different than what is used in the rest of 
your yearbook. Listed are stock colors available to 
you. If you’d like a color not found here or would 
like pricing on the cost of printing your own custom 
endsheet, just ask!

FULL-COLOR COVERS
The full-color printed cover is the easiest and most 
popular cover. It is very popular because of the 
stunning design techniques and number of colors you 
can use to immediately capture the reader’s attention. 
You can choose one of our professionally designed 
stock covers, or create your own custom cover 
design! A durable coating is applied to all full‑color 
yearbook covers to ensure the colors remain vibrant 
and the books withstand the test of time.

PAPER WEIGHT
Yearbooks are traditionally printed on a coated 
glossy paper with a standard 80-lb. paper weight 
for excellent opacity and durability. Of course, 
you can always request 100-lb. paper for a more 
distinctive, durable feel.

LEATHERETTE COVERS
Leatherette covers are made of synthetic materials 
that are made to look like leather, but are much 
more durable. Typically, leatherette yearbooks use foil 
stamping, embossing and/or debossing to accentuate 
the school name and cover design. Choose from this 
generous selection of leatherette colors below to 
make a great first impression of your yearbook!

THE LOOK 
YOU WANT AT 
A PRICE YOU 
CAN AFFORD.
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EMBOSSING AND DEBOSSING
Embossing is a technique which creates a raised, or 3D, 
image on a piece of paper. It is typically accomplished 
with a combination of heat and pressure on the paper. 
Embossing can also be used with foil stamping or on 
a full-color cover to create an even more unique look. 
Debossing uses the same technique as embossing, 
except the impression is heat-pressed into the surface 
of the paper so that an image is depressed (lowered) 
instead of raised. As with embossing, debossing can be 
used with foil stamping or on a full-color cover to create 
special visual effects and textures. 

FOIL STAMPING
Foil stamping involves the use of heat to transfer 
metallic foil to a solid surface such as a yearbook cover. 
As with embossing and debossing, a die is needed to 
“stamp” the foil into the cover material. Foil stamping 
can be combined with embossing or debossing to 
create a very striking 3D image. While gold and silver 
metallic foil never go out of style, the additional colors 
shown are popular as well—choose colors that give 
your book a one‑of‑a‑kind look!

HEAD AND FOOT BANDS
Head and foot bands are included on Smyth sewn 
books and can be requested on standard hard cover 
books. These small ornamental bands, generally made 
of silk or cotton, are attached to the top and bottom 
of a hard cover book block. They serve as a decorative 
way to hide the binding application or stitching on the 
spine of a yearbook. They come in a variety of solid and 
“striped” colors listed in your price guide.

LENTICULAR COVERS
Lenticular printing is used to produce printed images 
with an illusion of depth, or the ability to change or 
move as the image is viewed from different angles. You 
can create various frames of animation for a motion 
effect, show a set of alternate images or make 
an image appear 3D for a truly interactive experience!

DIE-CUTTING
A die is a specialized tool that cuts specific shapes into 
your yearbook cover. Die-cutting allows you to cut out 
specific areas or shapes on your cover, allowing text or 
part of an image to show through from the inside.

SPOT UV TREATMENT
Spot UV is a great treatment to use if there are specific 
areas (or spots) on your cover that you would like to 
highlight. The application can deepen the color of the 
area and be very shiny or flattened to a matte finish.  
It’s a great way to add eye-catching emphasis to 
important areas. 
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Example: 
 Stock Foil Die D1707

Custom Foil Die for School Name

Example: 
Stock Foil Die D1718, Stock Emboss 
Die D1002, Custom Emboss Die for 

Mascot, Custom Foil Die for 
School Name

Example: 
Stock Foil Dies D1003 & D1705

Custom Foil Die for School Name

Example: 
Stock Foil Die D1708

Custom Die for School Name

STOCK DIE OPTIONS
The dies featured below are available for embossing/debossing and/or foil on your custom cover. By choosing 
one die or more, you can create a one-of-a-kind look without the expense that often accompanies it. For 
example: Choose a stock die for embossing and then add a custom die of your school name and mascot to 
make your book truly unique. Due to the endless design possibilities available, pricing will vary. 

D1000 D1001

D1705

D1002

D1706

D1003

D1707

D1700

D1708

D1709

D1711 D1112

D1113

D1701

D1716

D1717
D1718

D1719
D1720



CHECK OUT THESE POPULAR PICTAVO FEATURES THAT MAKE IT EASY TO CREATE THE LOOK AND FEEL YOU’RE AFTER!
DESIGNING IN PICTAVO™

SNIPPETS
Create great-looking graphics with these 
professionally designed mini-templates 
featuring items like sidebars, infographics, 
scoreboards, headlines, polls, quotes and 
more. Simply drag and drop onto your 
page and customize as you wish!

TEMPLATES
Choose from hundreds of 
professionally designed 
templates available as single 
pages and spreads. Simply 
drag and drop onto your page 
and customize as you wish!

TEXT WRAP
�Use text wrapping 
to complement the 
shape of images and 
art elements

NEGATIVE LINE AND 
LETTER SPACING
Take typography to 
the next level with 
negative character 
and line spacing 
options
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www.pictavo.com/blogwww.pinterest.com/pictavo

FIND IDEAS THAT INSPIRE YOU AND SHARE WITH 
YOUR YEARBOOK TEAM!

Peruse pins of award-winning yearbooks and 
design industry leaders.

Get yearbook tips and tricks along with 
software-specific help!

IDEAS & INSPIRATION
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DYNAMIC JOURNALISM CURRICULUM 
FROM TOP SCHOLASTIC EDUCATORS 

TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE. 
Nowhere does this definition of TEAM ring truer than in education, 
especially scholastic journalism, where advisers and students must 
work collaboratively to create content that is timely, newsworthy 
and engaging. So it’s only natural that the nation’s best scholastic 
journalism educators and students have teamed together to support 
the Journalism Education Association Curriculum Initiative. 

BACKGROUND
This initiative, started in 2013, was driven by JEA and 14 members 
identified as national leaders in their area of expertise. The purpose: 
to create curriculum that aligns to Common Core State Standards and Partnership for 21st Century Skills. 
Accompanying these leaders were dozens of other JEA members, professionals and student journalists who 
volunteered their own ideas, materials and examples to benefit scholastic media advisers across the country. 

TODAY
The JEA Curriculum Initiative now consists of over 200 weeks worth of lessons in 11 content areas along with 
learning outcomes, assessments and evaluation guides and continues to be updated with lesson plans and 
examples that reflect the latest trends and technology. Each module is presented in multiple timeframe options, 
allowing teachers to choose the configuration that best fits their circumstances and philosophies. 

ACCESSING THE JEA CURRICULUM
You can tap into this curriculum for FREE with your JEA membership, reasonably priced at $60 for a teacher/
adviser. Simply go to www.jea.org to learn more about becoming a member and gaining access to:

	 •   �The most comprehensive scholastic journalism curriculum available in the U.S.
	 •   �Ongoing support from JEA members via an online directory, email distribution list, JEA Advisers Institute 

and two national conventions a year. At the conventions, JEA offers competitions for students in nearly 
50 categories, 300 instructional sessions and many other activities for teachers and students.

	 •   �The quarterly journal Communication: Journalism Education Today (C:JET) and the Student Press Law 
Center Report (three times a year).

	 •   �Special prices on more than 300 books and items helpful for teaching journalism and advising student 
publications.

	 •   �The ability to earn Certified Journalism Educator status and Master Journalism Educator status upon 
demonstration of your commitment and expertise in the journalism field. Many find this certification to 
be a great way to validate their credibility in and outside of their school. 

Whether you’re an experienced yearbook adviser or just starting out, the best thing you can do for your program 
is check out all a JEA membership has to offer. The breadth and caliber of scholastic journalism resources you’ll 
find will be a valuable gateway to creating a strong journalism program at your school.

•   �STEP BY STEP LESSON PLANS

•   �CURRICULUM ALIGNS TO COMMON CORE 
STATE STANDARDS AND PARTNERSHIP FOR 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS



7

HOW JEA CURRICULUM MAKES YOUR LIFE EASIER AND YOUR YEARBOOK BETTER
Even if your teaching credentials aren't in graphic design or journalism, JEA has you covered. The lessons provided by 
JEA's Curriculum Initiative can be used to supplement your current lesson plan or build your own plan using modules 
created by industry leaders. Starting with the principles of design and expanding to lessons about building spreads, 
modular design, fonts and strategic use of color will result in students creating beautiful, well laid out pages your entire 
staff can be proud of. The Curriculum Initiative even goes as far as offering slideshows, handouts and grading rubrics 
to ensure success in your classroom. Engaging students in lessons created by educators that specialize in journalism 
guarantees that the yearbook they create will be top notch!

FEATURING: MILLARD WEST HIGH SCHOOL
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TEACHING THE TRICKS OF THE TRADE

Designs courtesy of: 

Millard West High School, Omaha, NE
Mark Hilburn, Adviser 
Millard West Prowler Staff



SENATE (2015)

DEMOCRAT

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

REPUBLICAN

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (2015)

A DRY YEAR FOR 
CALIFORNIA

BORDER CONTROL

The southern U.S. 
border saw an influx of 
illegal child immigrants 
fleeing brutal conditions 
in Central America and 
attempting to enter the 
U.S. to find asylum. 

The GOP had its highest point 
in eight years, gaining control of 
both the House and the Senate in 
the November midterm elections.

After six years as 
head of the Justice 
Department, 
Attorney General 
Eric Holder 
announced his 
resignation, 
thanking President 
Obama for the 
“greatest honor of 
my professional life.”

HOLDER RESIGNS

A GOLDEN 
DISCOVERY

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON IMMIGRATION

On November 20, President Barack Obama 
announced an executive action that would 
overhaul the nation’s immigration system; 
including the protection of 5 million 

undocumented 
immigrants as well 
as enhanced border 
security.

Julia Pierson, the first female 
director of the Secret Service, 
announced resignation of her 
position amidst security lapses, 
including an unauthorized fence 
jumper who gained access to the 
White House.

California experienced 
their worst drought 

in 1,200 years, which 
plunged reservoirs into 
half-capacity, affecting 

agriculture, food prices 
and water supply.

A California 
couple discovered 

1,427 Gold-Rush 
era U.S. gold 
coins in their 

backyard valued 
at $11 million.

REPUBLICAN 
PARTY TAKEOVER

U.S. NEWS

247

54

188

44

SECRET SERVICE 
DIRECTOR RESIGNS 

AFTER SECURITY BREACH

*2 Independent

<<YEAR IN REVIEW U.S. NEWS

DOCTOR SURVIVES EBOLA IN THE U.S.

Dr. Kent Brantly, a U.S. medical missionary, 
contracted the disease while working in 
Liberia in July; he made a full recovery 
once back in the U.S. Brantly was one of ten 
Americans to be treated in the states.

Photos Courtesy of Tribune News Service Unless Otherwise Indicated

TOP 5 BOX OFFICE HITS

AN IMAX MUST SEE

Interstellar grossed $100 
million in Imax theaters 
worldwide by December, 
a month after its Nov. 5 
release date. The space 
sci-fi blockbuster was only 
the fourth film to achieve 
this feat: Avatar, The Dark 
Knight Rises and Gravity all 
hold this record.

Frozen mania is here to 
stay. Disney’s Frozen 
nabbed the number 
two spot for best-selling 
album of the year and 
sold a combined 18 
million copies of DVD 
and Blu-rays in 2014.

FROZEN FEVER

THE INTERVIEW SCANDAL

THE LOSS OF TWO A-LIST ACTORS

Hollywood lost two beloved actors this year, 
Philip Seymour Hoffman and Robin Williams. 
Hoffman’s recent work included a role in 
The Hunger Games franchise. The Academy 
Award-willing Williams will forever be 
personified in his iconic roles: Good Morning, 
Vietnam and Good Will Hunting.

Within the first nine months 
of 2014, book sales for young 
adult fiction soared by a 
staggering 52.7%. It was no 
surprise that some of the 
biggest movie blockbusters 
came from within these fan-
favorites. Some popular book-
to-movie adaptations include: 
The Fault in Our Stars, 
Divergent, The Maze Runner, 
If I Stay, Unbroken, The Giver 
and American Sniper.

THE 86TH 
ACADEMY AWARDS

Best Picture
12 Years a Slave
Best Actor 
Matthew McConaughey – Dallas 
Buyers Club
Best Actress
Cate Blanchett – Blue Jasmine 

Best Director
Alfonso Cuarón – Gravity
Best Animated Feature Film 
Frozen – Jennifer Lee, Chris 
Buck, Peter Del Vecho      

1. Guardians of the Galaxy....
2. The Hunger Games: 

Mockingjay – Part 1............
3. Captain America: The 

Winter Soldier.....................
4. The LEGO Movie...............
5. Transformers: Age of 

Extinction...........................

$333 M

$330 M

$260 M
$258 M

$245 M

FROM BOOK TO
BIG SCREEN

Over 20 sequels were 
released nation-wide 
throughout the year 
including, 300: Rise of an 
Empire, 22 Jump Street, The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2 and 
How to Train Your Dragon 2.

2014: THE YEAR OF THE SEQUEL

When Sony Pictures was 
hacked in November, 
the upcoming movie 
starring James Franco 
and Seth Rogen had an 
uncertain fate. The film 
was eventually released 
online with a limited 
release on Christmas 
and grossed nearly 
$1 million on its first day.

<<YEAR IN REVIEW MOVIES

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS — FILM

Best Motion Picture – Drama
Boyhood
Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy
Grand Budapest Hotel
Best Director Motion Picture
Richard Linklater – Boyhood

Photos Courtesy of Tribune News Service Unless Otherwise Indicated
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COMET LANDING SUCCESS
On August 6, 2014, 
after ten years of space 
travel, Rosetta’s probe, 
Philae landed on a 
comet 300 million miles 
from Earth.

A rocket-powered aircraft designed 
for space tourists crashed during 
a test flight in California’s Mojave 
Desert, killing one pilot and injuring 
another in October.

BREAKOUT 
TECHNOLOGY

Giant panda Ju Xiao gave birth to three 
cubs on July 29; they are the first living 
giant panda triplets in the world.

PANDA TRIPLETS BORN IN CHINA

THE FIGHT FOR 
NET NEUTRALITY
The term “net neutrality” 
coined in 2003 caused a 
nationwide debate within 
the past year and gained 
momentum after President 
Obama proposed stricter 
rules to protect the free-flow 
of information on the Internet.

Montreal native, Auguste 
Majkowski received an 
experimental auditory 
brain stem implant at the 
Children’s Hospital of 
Los Angeles in May 2014. 
Videos featuring Auguste 
and other children 
reacting to sounds for 
the first time went viral 
on social media in the 
summer of 2014.

EXPERIMENTAL SURGERY HELPS DEAF CHILD HEAR

THE HUBBLE
TELESCOPE 

TURNS 25 
YEARS OLD

VIRGIN GALACTIC TRAGIC ACCIDENT

TOYOTA HYDROGEN CAR

LOCK8 SMART BIKE LOCK

GOOGLE’S WEARABLE OS

SPACEX DRAGON V2

 » The 2016 Toyota Mirai, 
available in 2015, is able to 
travel 300 miles on a single 
tank emitting only water vapor.

 » The world’s first smart 
bike lock deters thieves from 
stealing bikes by repelling 
them with an alarm. Users 
are also able to monitor their 
bike via their smartphone and 
notification system.

 » Samsung’s Gear S has key 
features that will focus on fitness, 
Google Maps and “Ok Google,” 
to perform voice searches.

 » A next generation spacecraft 
designed for rapid reusability 
with the ability to carry up to 
seven people to Earth’s orbit 
and beyond, revolutionizing 
access to space.

DINO DISCOVERIES

A new titanosaurian 
dinosaur was discovered 
from Upper Cretaceous 
sediments in southern 
Patagonia, Argentina, 
making this the most 
complete giant titanosaur 
to date. It was 85 feet long 
when it roamed the earth.

Bones of a feathered and 
birdlike oviraptorosaurian 
dinosaur were discovered 
from Cretaceous sediments 
in an area that is now 
North and South Dakota. 
Scientists say it was around 
five feet tall and flightless.

ANZU WYLIEI

DREADNOUGHTUS SCHRANI

<<YEAR IN REVIEW SCIENCE & TECH

On April 20, 1990, 
the Hubble 
Telescope was 
launched into 
space and has 
been taking 
photos of the 
cosmos ever 
since; recently 
it captured a 
1.5-billion-pixel 
view of the 
Andromeda 
Galaxy.

Gear S, Photo 
Courtesy of 

Samsung Inc.

Photos Courtesy of Tribune News Service Unless Otherwise Indicated

SUPER BOWL XLIX CHAMPIONS
Tom Brady celebrated with teammate 
Julian Edelman, who caught the go 
ahead touchdown that secured the 
Patriots their fourth Super Bowl win. A 
goal line interception in the last minute 
of the game by the Patriots made for an 
intense 28-24 victory over the Seahawks.  

WORLD CUP FEVER

AMERICAN HORSE OF 
THE YEAR

After winning the 
Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness Stakes, 
California Chrome was 
pegged to end the 
36-year Triple Crown 
drought by winning 
the Belmont Stakes 
but an injury out of the 
gate secured a tie for 
fourth-place.

UCONN MEN AND WOMEN 
BASKETBALL TAKE TITLES

For the second time in a decade, 
the University of Connecticut 
claimed NCAA championship 
titles in both men’s and women’s 
college basketball. 

Derek Jeter says a final 
goodbye before hitting a 
walk-off single in his last 
at-bat after his 20-season 
career with the Yankees.

Fan support for the U.S. Men’s National 
Team was stronger than ever in the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. 
U.S. finished 15th after losing to Belgium 
(2-1) in round 16.  
In the finals Mario 
Götze scored an 
extra time goal for 
Germany to secure 
the World Cup with 
a 1-0 victory over 
Argentina.

TWICE THE VICTORY 

A LEGEND RETIRES

 » Selected 1st 
overall by Cleveland 
in the 2003 NBA 
draft
 » Left Cleveland as 

a free agent in 2010 
to play for Miami, 
winning 2 NBA 
championships
 » Returned home to 

play for Cleveland in 
2014 after opting out 
of his Miami contract

After a 3-2 win in Game 7 of the 
World Series, the Giants became 
the second National League 
team ever to accomplish the feat. 

A year after the 2013 
Boston Marathon 
tragedy, Mebrahtom 
Keflezighi won the 118th 
marathon surrounded 

by a crowd 
of a million 
supporters, 
becoming the 
first American 
man to do so in 
over 30 years. 

BOSTON STRONG

3 TROPHIES IN 5 YEARS
LEBRON’S
JOURNEY

MO’NE DAVIS NAMED 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
KIDS: SPORTS KID 
OF THE YEAR
The 13-year-old 
pitcher is the 
first girl to win 
a Little League 
World Series 
game, leading 
the Taney 
Dragons to a 
4-0 victory in 
August. 

<<YEAR IN REVIEW SPORTS

Photos Courtesy of Tribune News Service Unless Otherwise Indicated

TAYLOR’S BIG YEAR
2014 belonged to Taylor Swift. Within the first week of 
releasing her album 1989 in October, it sold 1.287 million 
copies. After only nine weeks it went on to sell 3.66 
million copies, beating out Frozen for 2014’s best-selling 
album. Swift continued to make headlines when she 
announced her decision to pull all of her music from the 
popular streaming site, Spotify, after disagreeing with the 
site’s low-royalty streaming service.

On September 9 at Apple 
Inc.’s product launch event, 
U2’s Songs of Innocence 
album was automatically 
downloaded onto as many 
as 500 million iTunes 
customers’ devices, 
sparking controversy and 
backlash among some users.

AMERICA’S ORIGINAL 
SWEETHEART DIES

Shirley Temple, American film, 
television actress, singer, dancer 
and public servant, passed away 
at the age of 85. She was best 
known for her ringlet hair and 
dimples, starring in roles such 
as Bright Eyes.

U2 INVADES 
ITUNES PLAYLIST

TOP SONGS OF THE YEAR

IGGY AZALEA ON THE SCENE

AMERICAN MUSIC 
AWARDS

The American Music 
Awards belonged to 
British pop stars, One 
Direction. The boy band 
secured three major wins: 
Artist of the Year, Favorite 
Pop/Rock Band/Duo/
Group, and Favorite Pop/
Rock Album.

The Australian recording artist 
had a breakout year, stealing 
the summer’s top music 
spots with hits Fancy and 
collaboration, Problem.

For the first time in more 
than 50 years a comedy 
album reached the top of the 
Billboard 200 chart. Weird Al’s 
Mandatory Fun sold 104,000 
copies in the first week.

ONE DIRECTION ON TOP

WEIRD AL HITS #1

1. Happy, Pharrell Williams
2. All of Me, John Legend
3. Dark Horse, Katy Perry
4. All About That Bass, Meghan Trainor
5. Fancy, Iggy Azalea
6. Talk Dirty, Jason Derulo ft. 2 Chainz
7. Turn Down for What, DJ Snake & Lil Jon
8. Shake It Off, Taylor Swift
9. Let It Go, Idina Menzel
10. Stay With Me, Sam Smith

GARTH BROOKS IS BACK
The most popular country star of the 

90’s is back after more than a decade. 
In November, album Man Against 

Machine debuted and sold a million 
copies by January, just in time to kick 

off his world tour January 9th.

GRAMMY AWARDS – GENERAL CATEGORIES

Album of the Year – Morning Phase, Beck
Best New Artist – Sam Smith
Song of the Year – Stay With Me, Sam Smith
Record of the Year – Stay With Me, Sam Smith

Photos Courtesy of Tribune News Service Unless Otherwise Indicated

<<YEAR IN REVIEW MUSIC

USE CURRENT EVENTS AS CLIP ART!

CURRENT EVENTS 
Current Events Backgrounds and Clip Art are available for FREE 
in Pictavo. Choose the ones appropriate for your school or age 
level and simply drag and drop onto any page. Just make sure to 
include them in the total page count as they are treated like any 
other pages in the book! Current Events are available February 15, 

2017. Four or eight-
page Current Events 
Backgrounds can also 
be requested as extra 
pages to the back of 
books created with 
EZBook or the PDF plan 
and will be priced based 
on total page count.

PERSONALIZED COVERS
Check out the personalization options that enable students to include their name and/or personal interest icons on their cover. 

TALK ABOUT ONE-OF-A-KIND! ASK YOUR YEARBOOK PROVIDER FOR MORE DETAILS.

Set A (4 pages) Set B (4 pages)

Set C (8 pages)
WP7011

AUTOGRAPH PAGES
Personal messages are always an important part of the yearbook! 
Choose from three professionally designed styles printed on 
uncoated paper to make writing easier. 

Four-page and eight-page sets available.

LOOKING FOR MORE
CREATIVE WAYS
  TOCUSTOMIZE YOUR YEARBOOK?


